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Short Description: Students learn about Shakespeare’s life and work through Sway 

presentation, videos, and photos 

Learning outcomes:  

1. Students know general facts about Shakespeare’s life 

2. Students have general idea about Shakespeare’s works and their genre 

Teaching materials: Sway presentation (https://sway.com/08ZBUO8QXWnHN8D6), laptop 

with internet connection, handouts, photos  

Time: 60 minutes 

Age of students: 14 

Beginning the lesson (5 minutes) 

T introduces the lesson with Sway presentation, asking students what they know about 

Shakespeare (Who was Shakespeare? Where and when was he born? What did he write?). If 

they know, students give the answers.  

T then informs them that they will learn about Shakespeare’s life and work during the class. 

https://sway.com/08ZBUO8QXWnHN8D6


 

Main part of the lesson 

Step 1 (10 minutes) 

Students watch a short video about Shakespeare’s life where general information about his life 

is given (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NxtKbnbMlog). T tells them to listen and watch the 

video carefully.  

After the video, T gives a handout to each pair of students (typescript of the video) and they fill 

in the blanks with the missing information from the video. Students have 5 minutes to finish the 

task. 

When all of the students are done, T asks them to read the text with their answers to the class 

in order to check the answers.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NxtKbnbMlog


Step 2 (15 minutes) 

With the help of the Sway presentation, T gives a lecture about Shakespeare’s life: where and 

when he was born, who his parents were, his education, married life, his lost years and 

theatrical beginnings (The King’s Men, The Globe). T also uses the pictures from the 

presentation so the students could get the right impression of Shakespeare’s birthplace, home, 

wife, and also The Globe. 

When the lecture about Shakespeare’s life is over, T again gives each pair of students a 

handout with the multiple choice questions. They answer the questions together, and when they 

are all done, they read their answers to the class in order to check if they are correct. 

 

Step 3 (15 minutes) 

T plays a short video about Shakespeare’s plays 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VxLrLElcvw) and students listen. Then T explains the 

division of Shakespeare’s works on history plays, comedies and tragedies, names some of his 

most popular works and tells the students what they are about (Macbeth, Richard III, Romeo 

and Juliet, Hamlet…). T also highlights the main causes of death in Shakespeare’s plays using 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VxLrLElcvw


the chart (http://progressivegeographies.com/2015/12/15/causes-of-deaths-in-shakespeares-

plays-visualised/).Students can say what they know about his works.  

Then they work in pairs on a handout: they fill in the table with Shakespeare’s works according 

to the genre – histories, comedies or tragedies. When they finish, the class checks the answers 

with the teacher. 

 

Step 4 (5 minutes) 

T tells the students about Shakespeare’s death, showing them the picture of his grave and 

reading the epitaph. 

Now, students use the cues from the end of the presentation to say what they learned about the 

playwright. 

 

http://progressivegeographies.com/2015/12/15/causes-of-deaths-in-shakespeares-plays-visualised/
http://progressivegeographies.com/2015/12/15/causes-of-deaths-in-shakespeares-plays-visualised/


Ending the lesson (10 minutes) 

T and the students decorate the billboard in the school hall with the pictures of Shakespeare, his 

sonnets and quotations that T has previously printed. 

 

 

***** 

Nevena Stoilkov has graduated from University of Kragujevac, Serbia in 2011. She has worked 

as an English teacher since 2011. She is interested in teaching English to young learners and 

working with children of challenging behavior.  
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