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Here is a simple activity for practicing the functional language of inviting people, refusing and
accepting invitations.

Level: Any

Time: 20 minutes
Materials: Two sets of role cards, one card per student.

Preparation: Print the role cards and cut them out. There should be an even number of cards
from each of the sets.

Procedure:

Students have already covered the language of inviting, refusing and accepting invitations.
Distribute the role cards to them. There is a different set of cards for each half of the class. Give
instructions.

This is a whole class communicative and mingling activity in which students are asked to move
around and talk to each other. Students with the cards from Set 1 are supposed to invite
students with the cards from Set 2 trying to find somebody who is willing to go with them to a
particular place. When they have found a partner, they should arrange all the necessary details
about the time and the place of their meeting, the tickets etc. Students who do not have the
corresponding card are supposed to refuse the invitation politely, making an excuse. They will
continue to do so until the person with the right invitation comes along.

This should take about ten minutes and at the end of this part of the activity, students should be
paired like this:

la, 2f, 3k, 4b, 5qg, 61, 7c, 8h, 9m, 10d, 11i, 12n, 13e, 14j, 150.

In the second part of the activity, ask pairs of students to role play their conversations in front of
the class, both the matching pairs (inviting and accepting invitations), as well as the mismatched
ones (inviting and refusing invitations, making excuses).

At the end of the whole activity, students can comment on the quality of their performance, the
mistakes they have made in terms of language/grammar/appropriacy etc.
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Svetlana Gavrilovic has been teaching English for over twenty years now. She is currently
working in Uzicka gimnazija.
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